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GOP's 
holdouts 
on taxes 
go all in 


With bill’s passage 
now assured, voting 
likely to start Tuesday 


By LIsA MASCARO 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Key 
holdouts on the GOP tax bill 
fell in line Friday, boosting 
momentum for passage as Re- 
publicans released the final 
version of their tax overhaul 
ahead of next week’s expected 
vote. 

Leaders won over Sen. Bob 
Corker, R-Tenn., who had been 
the Senate’s lone GOP oppo- 
nent of the $1.5 trillion package 
because he feared it added too 
much to the deficit. And nego- 
tiators satisfied Sen. Marco 
Rubio, R-Fla., by slightly ex- 
panding a child tax credit to 
help working-class families. 

The new support makes 
passage of President Donald 
Trump’s top year-end priority, 
which was in jeopardy amid 
prolonged GOP infighting, 
more likely. 

Voting could begin Tuesday. 

“Every bill we consider is 
imperfect and the question 
becomes is our country better 
off with or without this piece of 
legislation,” Corker said in a 
statement. “I think we are 
better off with it.” 

“Under this bill the working 
class, middle class and upper 
middle class get skewered 
while the rich and wealthy 
corporations make out like 
bandits,” said Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer, D-NY. 
“It is just the opposite of what 
America needs.” 

It did not appear that Corker 
demanded changes, as others 
have, before giving his backing. 
Rubio had threatened to vote 
against the measure Thursday 
unless the child tax credit 
provision was enhanced, but 
his office said he would now 
support it. 

White House press secre- 
tary Sarah Huckabee Sanders 
said Trump “greatly appreci- 
ates” support from Corker, 
who called the president. 

The final version of the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act includes 
several compromises that 
forced Republicans to scale 
back on aspirations to vastly 
lower individual rates and cre- 
ate a simpler code that would 
allow Americans to file returns 
on a postcard. 

The bill lowers corporate 
rates from 35 percent to 21 
percent. It drops rates for many 
individuals, too, but those cuts 
are set to expire in 2025. 

The new top individual rate, 
37 percent, kicks in at annual 
income levels of around 
$500,000 for individuals and 
$600,000 for couples, slightly 
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Quintonio 
LeGrier, top, 
and Bettie 
Jones were 
shot to death 
by a police 
officer in 2015. 


City backs off bid to sue 


estate of slain teenager 


Mayor apologizes to Quintonio LeGrier’s father 
for ‘callous legal gambit in police shooting case 


By DAN HINKEL | Chicago Tribune 


Abruptly reversing a controversial 
legal move, lawyers for the city of 
Chicago announced Friday they would 
not seek to sue the estate of a teen shot 
to death by a police officer. 

Mayor Rahm Emanuel said Friday 
the legal gambit would have been 
“callous.” 

The change of heart was announced 
the day after a lawyer for the city filed a 


motion seeking a judge’s permission to 
sue the estate of 19-year-old Quintonio 
LeGrier for a 2015 shooting that also 
killed a bystander. The proposed litiga- 
tion rested largely on allegations that 
LeGrier tried to strike Officer Robert 
Rialmo with an aluminum baseball bat 
before the officer opened fire, killing 
both the teen and 55-year-old Bettie 
Jones, a neighbor standing nearby. 

If it had been successful, the suit 
could have shifted some of the city’s 


potentially hefty financial liability for 
the death of an innocent woman onto 
LeGrier’s estate. 

The move — a rare and politically 
fraught one — sparked outrage on social 
media after the Chicago Tribune first 
revealed the proposed lawsuit Thurs- 
day evening. 

During a brief appearance in the 
Loop after the Law Department an- 
nounced the effort had been scuttled, 
Emanuel said he had called LeGrier’s 
father, Antonio, to apologize. He said 
the father was “incredibly gracious and 
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College graduate Paris King, who is on the autism spectrum, kept at his studies even after his mother, Patricia, was diagnosed with cancer. 


‘World we live in’ is possible 
for more people with autism 


Roosevelt grad among 
growing number of 
students on spectrum 


By VIKKI ORTIZ HEALY 
Chicago Tribune 


It was never a question 
whether Paris King would go to 
college. 

The 23-year-old, who is on the 
autism spectrum, loved learning 
— especially history — and he and 
his parents saw no reason why he 
shouldn’t continue to do so after 
high school. 

But during the four years King 


spent earning his bachelor’s de- 
gree in history at Roosevelt Uni- 
versity, he endured setbacks that 
would have challenged any stu- 
dent. His father died. King was 
diagnosed with multiple sclero- 
sis. He was mugged near his 
home. And his mother was diag- 
nosed with breast cancer that 
required aggressive treatment. 

So when King walked across 
the stage and received his di- 
ploma Friday at a graduation 
ceremony, he was cheered on by 
faculty, family and friends for not 
only believing that a person with 
autism is capable of college, but 
also for overcoming enormous 


personal challenges to become a 
role model for people with disa- 
bilities. 

“Paris never has a bad atti- 
tude,” said Danielle Smith, associ- 
ate director of academic success 
at Roosevelt University. “He al- 
ways finds a way to do it.” 

King is one of four students 
with autism who graduated with 
bachelor’s degrees from Roose- 
velt this year, a number that has 
been steadily increasing for the 
past four years, Smith said. 

“I came to college so I can 
learn more about the world we 
live in,” King said. “It has been a 
fun experience, but it has been 


hard? 

The increase at Roosevelt mir- 
rors a national trend of students 
with autism enrolling in and 
finishing college. Because uni- 
versities cannot, by law, require 
students to report autism or other 
disabilities in college applica- 
tions, exact numbers are hard to 
pin down. But anecdotally, advo- 
cates say the large increase in the 
number of people diagnosed with 
autism is prompting more con- 
versations about how to offer 
opportunities and access to the 
growing population. 
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A BIG GIFT OF MUSIC 


On Friday, first-graders check out one of 20 guitars Little Kids Rock donated to Fulton Elemen- 
tary School in Chicago’s Back of the Yards neighborhood. Donations poured in after the Chicago 
Tribune reported Wednesday that about 30 instruments had been stolen from the school. 


New computer system 
disrupts food stamps 


30,000 households still 
blocked; some also lose 
their Medicaid benefits 


BY GREG TROTTER 
Chicago Tribune 


Tens of thousands of Illinois 
households aremt receiving fed- 
eral food stamp benefits leading 
up to the holidays because of 
problems with a state computer 
system. 

In 2013, the state’s Department 
of Human Services began rolling 
out a new computer system to 
administer entitlement benefits, 
such as Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program benefits, 
more commonly known as SNAP 
or food stamps. 

The second phase of the rollout 
began in late October. In Novem- 


ber, more than 40,000 households 
lost their SNAP benefits, some of 
which have since been restored, 
according to state officials. As of 
earlier this week, around 30,000 
households remained without 
SNAP benefits, escalating frustra- 
tions at local benefits offices. 

Officials with the Department 
of Human Services and repre- 
sentatives of the American Fed- 
eration of State, County and Mu- 
nicipal Employees union — which 
represents more than 2,400 hu- 
man services caseworkers in Illi- 
nois — disagree on what’s causing 
the problems. But both sides say 
they hope to restore benefits as 
soon as possible for those who are 
eligible. 

Chicago resident Edna Mar- 
shall and her family are still 
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> Tom Skilling’s forecast High 42 Low3l 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back of Chicago Sports 
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